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We select the hest-value
PC & entertainment gear
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CPUs with graphics, 3D TVs

and more h-:::t new tech
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Install Windows via USB,
run old DOS games & more
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' BENQ E2420HD

i PRICE £330 / CONTALT EENO
. PHOMNE [0F) B85S BAOD
! WEB www.beng.com.au

! The BEX420HD iso' the cheapest 24in LCD

ervoqvitor anound, but lis huge range of
features, good image colourathon and high
degree of tweakability make it easily worth
thix 5320 asking price. Like most curment
widescreen LCDs, this ones a 16:9 aspect
ratio model, While we do prefer the ot
screen real estate af 16:10 monitors for PO
tasks, the ane benedit of the natkve 1029, 1,920
x 1080 pheel resolution (3 that i's perfectly
suited for plugging in a games console ar
watching HD 1 080g movies. Under the
bannet, this is a TN -type panel with a 1,000:1
contrast ratio (S0,000:1 dynamic), 300cd m?
brightness and 2-millisscond (msh grey:io.

| grey response time, But the specs don’t tell

the full story. Whille |t doesnt quite offer the
clarity of the AL moendtor for gaming and

! can ook & touch hozy by comparicon. in nse
¢ the E2420HD has a much wider colowr gamug,
i which allows it o display finer gradations of
! colour and give richer, more appealing and
* maore natural-looking pictures an the whole.
i There's a mass of inputs. with the uswal DAV
| and VGA scocompanied by two HDMI pocts
¢ plus component video, so you can hook up

st modern vides equipment you can think
ol Ivalso packs pwo 1.5W speakers (these are
passable for casual use at N vodumies, bt
not a replacement for resl desktop speakers
ar hiead pfnnnﬁl andd a four-port UsE hub,

In short, # you're after an all- purposs LOD
miondtorn, there's not a Lot woong Ihere,

== [ Gardiner

PG User says: & greal do-all 2&in LD, with
great colaur range and natural toRes.
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. Axfiest glance, dﬂsisnr:mr-'q.runum'uu'@
© F36in, 1,530 x 1,080-pel LED mondtor. [is

specs are middle-of-the-road: its a TN-type
prane] with 3000l m® brightieess, 2ms response
time and 2 60,0001 dynamic contrast atio —
as ueual, take this lust spec with a grain of salg,
as the real contrast Facks ks mone likely o be
the ypical 1,000:1. Tt doesn’t have the [argest
firwtue ser, with only two inputs (WG and

! HDMI, and while It does have a functonal

' helght-adjustable/swivel stand, the screen is

+ & lintle wobbly due to 2n underweighted base.
! The panel doesn't have the widest colour

¢ garmut, with colours looking & tad washed

i o, ansd [t can't match the contrast range

! or natural colouration of Ben()'s E2430HI,

+ Howeser, what the 2434Pw does offer is bang

v for buck and very good clarity: its cleas, sharp
! Images showed a good amount of detail in

blacks and darker ansss In games, making ita
decent chodoe if you're after a budget monitor

! for PGl consale gaming: lkewise, it gae

generally pleasing sharpness and clarity when
watching Blu-ray movies from a PS3. IUs also
highly tweakable, with o full range of ealour,
contrast, brightniess and gamma settings in
fact, the large number of controls allows you
to minimise same of the visual shortcomings.
ADC has also been quite penenaus with
extras, providing an HDMI cable and an
HIEM1-to-CAT adapier, for example, 36 it can

* b plugged into pretty much any digital video
device be it a PC or enfepzinment Uit

— Dan Gardiner

! PC User says & wallet-frigndty Zéin LCD that
y aifers decant guality at an appealing price.

 KWORLD USB DVB-T

- PICO TV UB450-T

PRICE $89.95
luh'l-:l mttp:/iau. kwarld-glabal.com

! Compact USB TV tuners have recertly
¢ hecame all the rage, sparing us the
¢ need 1o have a huge USE dongle anached

1o our notcbhook like seme canoerous

* grosrth, KWorld's new UB450-T joirs

thatcategony, It's a single-tuner device

. that comes with iwa antennas and a

rerate. The first of the antennas {s dny,
attached 1o thi side of the tuner amil

| veryunlikely 1o plek up anything in your
i area The KiWorld's real selling point is

) the alternate antenna that’s supplied

! {m the box. A partable +224B antenna,

1 this managed the rare feat of picking

1 upchanmels In our test area. While the

catra antenns is gpood, the same can't

i e gadd far the remate. IUs one of those

credit cand rodels that's poriabde, bat

a b painful 1o wse. [t also comes with

new software from KWorld, which is rech
impeoved over the older softwane, but ssill
not greas for a lounge room environment.
Althaugh It's serviceable, we're not sune
whny anybody would choose this over
Microsoft's Windows Media Center app,
especially the Windows T lieration, or

the apen-source MediaPortal (See ww

| team-mediaportal.oom for details’. Stll,

+ using the sofoware that came with the
o card, we managed o schedule and recond

! HD video in perfect onder, chanmels
i changed quickly and the image quality

wis good. What more do you really need?

, — Mathan Taylor
! PG Usar says: & compact single T luner
i that comes with a gualily antenmna. &3
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